November 16, 2009
To: Los Angeles District Office
U.S. Department of Labor, OLMS
Alan Weiss, District Director
915 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 910
Los Angeles, CA 90017

From: Reform221 Slate
c/o Monty Kroopkin

4440 33rd Place

San Diego, CA 92116

SEIU Local 221 Election Complaint

To Whom It May Concern:

This is an election complaint on the Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act (LMRDA), Title IV (29 U.S.C. 481-482). The complaint is regarding the election of Service Employees International Union (SEIU) Local 221 concluded on July 21, 2009.  Representatives of the Reform221 Slate timely submitted a complaint (election protest) on July 27, 2009.* We have not received a final decision within three months upon invoking the remedies available under the constitutions and bylaws of SEIU Local 221 and of its parent body, SEIU. We seek nullification and an order for a new election, supervised by the Secretary of Labor.
Our complaint is summarized as follows:

SEIU Local 221 is a union representing both public sector and private sector workers, in San Diego and Imperial Counties, California. Violations of federal law and of the relevant local and international union constitutions and bylaws may have affected the outcome of the election. 
Only 750 members cast ballots.  More than 930 members of the entire Probation Officers bargaining unit were illegally denied the right to vote. Another unexplained discrepancy of hundreds of members exists between the (smaller) number of mail ballots mailed out and the (larger) number of members reported to the government. More than another hundred votes may have been affected by the illegal campaign activity of a member of the Election Committee at, at least, one worksite. Numerous other violations by incumbent candidates, and by employees of the union, and by the contractor hired to conduct the election may have affected hundreds more votes. The Protest Officer has refused to provide any substantiation of factual assertions included in his ruling, and too many of these assertions are demonstrably false. The Protest Officer’s relationship with the election contractor and the contractor’s continuing financial relationship with SEIU raise serious concerns about the neutrality of the protest investigation and ruling.  
The Protest Officer’s ruling asserts that the Probation Officers Unit was not
eligible to vote due to their leaving SEIU in January of 2009. We therefore
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include new evidence items herein with this complaint, which were not
included in our original protest documents, that this assertion is false. This evidence has however already been included in our internal union appeal of the Protest Officer’s ruling. The evidence shows that these 930 members did not even vote to leave SEIU until July 6, 2009, and continued to pay union dues, and were legally eligible to vote in SEIU in July of 2009. We also include correspondence with the Protest Officer in which he refuses to provide copies of purported affidavits and transcripts of interviews of witnesses which he obtained during his investigation of the protest.
As the full text of our complaint, we incorporate, by reference:

1) our Election Protest of July 27, 2009, (as amended August 27, 2008);
2) the “Report of the Protest Officer, Memorandum of Decision” dated September 17, 2009;
3) the appeal we filed with the SEIU International President, on September 30, 2009;
4) the supporting documents submitted with the initial protest and with the appeal;
5) the email of October 20, 2009, from SEIU Deputy General Counsel Norman Gleichman, confirming receipt of our appeal;
6) the letter of October 21, 2009, from SEIU Associate General Counsel Alma Henderson to SEIU Local 221 President Moore;
7) the email of October 23, 2009, from Reform221 to SEIU International President Andrew Stern; and
8) the letter of November 6, 2009 from SEIU Local 221 President Moore to SEIU Associate General Counsel Alma Henderson.
In addition to the election complaint, we seek to raise a complaint that Section 415 of LMRDA has been violated by SEIU and by SEIU Local 221. The violation is ongoing. The law requires: 
“Every labor organization shall inform its members concerning the provisions of this Act.”

No such information is being provided to members by our labor organization. This makes it extremely hard for members to exercise their rights and much too easy for union officials to violate those rights.

On behalf of the Reform221 Slate,

Jo Comer, Luchie Delino, Karen Gaddis, Sandra Guerra-Garcia, 
Denise Knobloch, Ron (“Monty”) Kroopkin, Robert L. Larsen, 
Helen Levinsky, Dawnetta Meshack, Charlene Wilson
 [see signed original pages attached]
enclosures
* The Election Protest was submitted by fax on July 27, 2009 and by email on July 28, 2009.
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